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in the enjoyment of their revenues and dignity ; but
henceforth, since the Reformers proposed the secu-
larisation of the estates of the Church, they could
only be regarded as pestilent heretics.

A proposal to resume the lavish grants of money,
crown lands and pensions made to his favourites by
Henry II. alarmed and irritated many powerful men,
such as the Constable Montmorency and Marshal
St. Andre ; while the fact that the Huguenots should
have been able to exercise so great an influence
over the election of the members of the Estates, was
a confirmation of the alarming reports of the wide
diffusion of the new doctrines. Fear stimulated the
hatred of their enemies,

A quarter of the inhabitants of France were, it
was said, included in the 2,500 reformed congrega-
tions. This is certainly an exaggeration, but it is
probable that the number of the Protestants was
never greater than during the first years of the reign
of Charles IX. What that number was we can only
guess. The 2,500 congregations may have existed ;
but while some of these counted many hundred or
even thousand members, others were composed of
only the family and retainers of the owner of the
manor-house in which they met. On the other hand
among the townspeople and smaller gentry there
must have been numerous believers who had no op-
portunity of public worship, or but seldom met to
partake of the rare ministrations of an itinerant
preacher. The most probable estimate is that at
the beginning of the wars of religion, the Hugue-
nots with women and children amounted to some